
Editor’s Note:  Only one respon-
dent to a recent HEEL Snap-
shot Survey reported having 
made provisions for either 
emergency evacuation proce-
dures, or for assignment of 
guardian/resources in the event 
of owner death or disability.  
The March, 2009 issue featured 
a cover article on emergency 
preparedness.  (Back issues of 
HEEL are archived on the Club 
Yahoo site.) 
 
Many thanks to the NYC Bar 
Association for their permission 
to reprint this valuable resource. 
An expanded version of this 
article is posted on the Club 
Yahoo site.  The expanded 
version includes all the samples 
referred to in the article. 
 

For many people, particularly 
the elderly, a pet is an important 
and comforting part of life, and 
the care and well-being of the 
pet is a primary concern. 

With this in mind, there are 
three situations in which a pet 
owner should plan for the care 
of the pet. 

1 On the death of the pet 
owner, provisions are neces-
sary in the pet owner's Will, to 

provide effectively for comfort 
and care for the pet. 

2 On the death of the pet owner, 
advance arrangements should 
be made to protect the pet, dur-
ing the period between the 
owner's death and the admis-
sion of the Will to probate. 

Too often this period is not con-
sidered. Although a Will can 
make provisions for the care of 
the pet, no action can be taken 
by the Executor to carry out 
these provisions until the Will 
has been admitted to probate 
and the Executor has received 
the authority to proceed by the 
issuance of letters testamentary 
The time between death and the 
authority of the Executor to act 
can vary between several weeks 
and several months. Plans must 
be made to ensure care for the 
pet during this interim period. 

3 Upon the incapacity or hospi-
talization of the pet owner, ad-
vance arrangements should be 
made to ensure care of the pet 
while the pet owner is hospital-
ized or incapacitated. 

The purpose of this brochure is 
to suggest various programs a 
pet owner can consider in order 
to provide for the comfort and 

care of his/her pet under any of 
these circumstances. In addi-
tion, this brochure includes infor-
mation and sample Will provi-
sions which may be useful to 
attorneys who prepare Wills for 
clients with pets.* 

* This brochure and the accom-
panying sample Will provisions 
are not offered as legal advice 
and should not be relied upon 
without the independent advice 
of a qualified attorney concen-
trating in trust and estate mat-
ters. 

Designating Caretakers  

A pet owner should find a friend 
or relative willing to take his/her 
animal and give it a good home 
on the death of the pet owner. 
The matter should be discussed 
in advance with the potential 
caretaker to make sure the ani-
mal will be cared for appropri-
ately. The person who will re-
ceive an animal as the result of 
a bequest in a Will should un-
derstand that he or she be-
comes the animal's owner and, 
assuch, has all the rights and 
responsibilities of ownership. 

The pet owner should then ask a 
qualified attorney to draft his/her 

(Continued on page 7) 
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of the sport, or who fails to comply with the 
requirements of Chapter 2, Section 26, shall 
be dealt with promptly. Check out Sections 
28 (Abuse of Dogs) and 29 (Discipline) in 
Chapter 2 for further details. 

One reason for this regulation and the 
"teeth" behind it is for our sport to project a 
very positive image to the family attending 
their first dog show. The premises of an AKC 
event is NOT the place for verbal or physical 
corrections to be given to the dog. If you are 
bringing a dog to such an event keep this in 
mind. There is a time and place for every-
thing - and this is NOT the time or place for 
corrections. This IS the time and place to 
show what training you have accomplished, 
PRIOR to arriving at the Obedience Trial or 
Sanctioned Match premises. 

HEEL Page 2 

If your time to show is approaching at an 
AKC Show or Sanctioned Match, keep in 
mind Chapter 2, Section 26 of the Obedi-
ence Regulations. It reads as follows for 
those who do not have their own copy: 

TRAINING ON THE GROUNDS & 
WARM-UP ON THE GROUNDS 

“There will be no intensive or abusive train-
ing of the dogs on the grounds or premises 
at an AKC licensed or member obedience 
trial or sanctioned match. Collars must be in 
accordance with Chapter 2, Section 17 of 
these Regulations. These requirements 
should not be interpreted as preventing a 
handler from moving normally about the 
grounds or premises or from warming up 
their dog using any exercise performed in 
the obedience ring, provided the dog is on a 
leash being held by the handler. Warm-ups 
should be performed as far from the obedi-
ence rings as is reasonably possible and 
must not be disruptive to any dog or person. 
Physical or verbal disciplining of a dog will 
not be permitted, except to a reasonable 
extent in case of an attack on either a dog or 
a person. All dogs will be kept on leash ex-
cept when in the obedience ring, designated 
warm-up area, or exercise area. The super-
intendent, event secretary, and members of 
the Event Committee shall be responsible 
for compliance with this section 

Let's take a look at some important aspects 
of this section: 

1. Grounds 

2. Leash 

3. Collars 

4. When can a physical or verbal correction 
be used? 

5. Who enforces this Section? 

GROUNDS 

According to the American Kennel Club di-
rective: 

"In order to understand the Obedience 
Regulations regarding training at Obedience 
Trials, whether held separately or in con-
junction with a dog show, one first has to 
understand what constitutes the grounds 
and premises of these events. The limits are 
the boundaries of the grounds. The sponsor 
club in the application submitted to the 
American Kennel Club defines these limits. 

Premises constitutes a larger area. Its 
boundaries are not well defined. It consists 
of the land and buildings adjacent to and a 
continuation of the show grounds, i.e. the 
fairgrounds, the parking area, the school 
grounds, etc., where the trial is held. Specifi-
cally, any area inside the limits is on the 
premises, but an area does not have to be 
within the limits to be considered within the 
premises." The handlers must remember 
this fact and Show Committee to better un-
derstand Chapter 2, Section 26. 

LEASH 

The dog is to be kept on leash. The excep-
tion for being off leash is when the dog is in 
the obedience ring, warm-up ring or exercise 
ring. 

COLLARS 

Special training collars are NOT to be used 
on the GROUNDS OR PREMISES at an 
Obedience Trial or Sanctioned Match. This 
means prong and shock collars are not to be 
on a dog while on the premises as described 
above! Dogs do NOT have to be entered in 
the show for this regulation to apply. 

PHYSICAL OR VERBAL CORRECTIONS 

The ONLY exception for a physical or verbal 
correction (TO A REASONABLE EXTENT) 
is in the case of an attack on a person or 
another dog. A dog is not to be corrected 
verbally or physically during a warm-up or 
while moving about the premises. 

WHO ENFORCES THIS SECTION? 

The Superintendent, or Show or Trial Secre-
tary, and the members of the Bench Show or 
Obedience Trial Committee shall be respon-
sible for compliance with this section. These 
folks are listed on the premium list and/or in 
the catalog. If you are on the Committee it 
is YOUR JOB to see that this section is 
enforced. This is NOT the "job" of an Obedi-
ence Rep. Keep in mind, if an Obedience 
Rep. is on the premises they will be observ-
ing how well YOU are doing YOUR JOB in 
enforcing this section. This applies to Sanc-
tioned Matches too! 

If abuse or severe disciplining of dogs on the 
grounds or premises is observed, the Bench 
Show or Obedience Trial Committee shall 
investigate any reports. Any person who 
conducts himself in such a manner or in any 
other manner prejudicial to the best interests 
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PDTC members have been busy! 

Virginia Barishek’s Kerry Rosie  has been 
on a roll, finishing her CD at Lower Camden 
County DTC on Mar 28, and her RA on 
May7, taking 2nd at Garden State All-Terrier 
Club.  Virginia reports, “One of the best 
things about her performance at Lower 
Camden was that she held her long sit/
down, despite the large and very twitchy dog 
next to her. On the long sit, he stood up, sat 
down, fidgeted a lot, but stayed in place. On 
the long down, he sat up, stood up, lay back 
down, and elbow-crawled forward. Just 
when I thought he had settled, he leaped 
into the air (from a down!), all four legs off 
the ground, and RAN — and I mean, at 
about 90 MPH — straight forward across the 
ring to his mom. I think my heart stopped for 
a split second. So I would call this a very 
hard-earned leg! I also learned that neither 
telepathy nor prayer can make a judge’s 

stopwatch go faster.” 

Chris Allen’s GSD Zander took 2nd in UB 
and OB on Mar. 19 to finish his UDX at 
GSDC of Greater York. On Sunday he re-
peated the placements at Lehigh GSDC for 
an insurance leg and OTCh points. In be-
tween Zander took 1st in UB at GSDC of 
Greater York’s Saturday trial. 

Also at the Saturday specialty, Joyce 
Flynn’s GSD Raven earned her CD. 

Holly Sensenig’s Sibe Corey  is the #2 
Open/Utility in the 2009 Delaney breed rank-
ings! 

At the CRC specialty, Carol Nelson’s  Rottie 
Cali  passed her temperament test and 
earned 2 RA legs, taking 1st on May 11 and 
2nd on May 12. 

Also at CRC, Bonnie James’ Rottie Jersey  

 

Do you use a flea/tick preventive; if so, what 
type and why? 

All survey respondents use a flea/tick pre-
ventive. The overwhelming majority (88%) 
use Frontline or Frontline Plus.  Of these, 
12% alternate with another product, and 6% 
use two products for double protection. 
Other products used include Biospot, Senti-
nel, and K9 Advantix. 

Do you have any ideas for future survey 
questions? Please let me know! 

Here are the next questions — email your 
reply to allen.feild@verizon.net and look for 
the results in the September issue: 
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We had an outstanding response to the 
March issue survey – thanks to all who par-
ticipated!  Here’s what you had to say: 

What type of leash do you use for obedi-
ence training, and why? 

 
 
Respondents were evenly split in their pref-
erence for leather or nylon leads. Those 
preferring nylon cited strength, ease of 
maintenance, color choices to differentiate 
between dogs, less appeal for chewers, and 
trainer recommendation. Those preferring 
leather overwhelmingly said leather is easier 
on the hands and they like the supple feel. 
Other reasons cited include color choices 
and trainer recommendation. 

Interestingly, only 21% of respondents re-
port using multiple leads. The 11% who 
report using leather, nylon, flexi, and other 
use different leads as training tools for differ-
ent situations. 

Leather 58% 

Nylon 58% 

Flexi 16% 

Other 11% 

Inquiring minds want to know……. 

What type and brand of diet do you feed, and why? 

- Kibble   - Raw 
- Soft    - Other 

Do you prefer indoor or outdoor trials, and why? 

took 1st in OA with a score of 191. 

Patty Elliott’s Irish Setter Jared finished his 
CD at Berks County Kennel Club. Patty says, 
“The standard for Irish Setters calls for 
a “Rollicking Personality” and Jared has 
tested that theory...So for all of you novice 
people, who think you will never see the title 
– hang in there.” 

Deadline for Sept. issue:  

Copy-ready material due by Aug. 22, 2010. 
All submissions subject to editing for 
content and to fit available space. 
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Novice A Nancy Withers  
1st Buff Cap Waiting To Shine RA Aussie R Turner 
Novice B John Keenan  
1st Honeyfox Blue Suede Shoes PWC L Clarke 
Open A John Keenan  
1st Rammin Mandy of the Ridge CD, MH Lab T and K Pulsinelli 
2nd Sundog’s Golden Nugget’s Tawnee Lab J Frantz 
Open B Nancy Withers  
1st Jusdandy Whale of a Good Time UDX2, OM2 Sheltie B McGarvey 
2nd OTCH Cedarhope Raynedance UDX2 Sheltie M Smith 
3rd Greenwing Harvey Wallbanger RE, UD, MH Lab N Mote 
4th MABC Rescue’s Signing Bonus UD BC I Caroom 
Utility A Nancy Withers  

 

1st Bofelli’s Black Diamond CDX RAE2 HSAs 
GO 

Aussie L Hirth 

Utility B John Keenan  
1st OTCh Honeyfox Where There’s A Will UDX 

OM RA HSAd 
PWC S Strickland 

2nd Folly Hill’s Pendragon UDX BC D Brosnahan 
3rd Jusdandy Whale of a Good Time UDX2, OM2 Sheltie B McGarvey 
4th Greenwing Harvey Wallbanger RE, UD, MH Lab N Mote 
Rally Novice A Sara Steele  
1st Glengala’s Springtime Maze Scottie S Berry 
2nd Ch Cosmic Diamond Lille Belgian M Rittenhouse/R & R Ar-

tymyshyn 
3rd Kimswick’s My Heart’s Memories Irish Water Sp MA Ambrits/L Deckard 

Rally Novice B Sara Steele  
1st Patapsco Sundance’s Flaming Torch Viszla J & S Rhymer 

2nd Ch Hellion’s HIghheel Sneakers Min Bullie M Remer/WS MacKay-
Smith 

3rd Canvasback’s Last Mango in Paris Lab CR Reynolds 

4th Ch Riegel Betlen I’ll B Watchin U Pap A & M Grodecki/C Dennie/
E Lennon 

Rally Advanced A Sara Steele  
1st Ch Dawn’s Lead’N the Good Life TD RN Westie SP McNamara/DL Martin 
2nd Vandy’s Titania CD RN Kees BS Eng 
3rd Charmbrook’s Over the Rocks RN GSD K Powell 
4th Backdraft’s BeMy Valentino GSD S Bowers 
Rally Advanced B  Sara Steele  
1st Caraleigh Terra-Billie Fair CDX RAE4 Yorkie P Fallon 
2nd Cesar’s Roman Gladiator RE OAP OJP JE 

CDX 
Westie L Cesare 

Rally Excellent A Sara Steele  
1st Buff Cap Waiting To Shine RA Aussie R Turner 
2nd Franklin Hills Poppy RA Lab J Hartranft 
Rally Excellent B Sara Steele  
1st Moramore’s Red Hot Reba CD RN JH OA 

OAJ OF 
Viszla M Megna/JF Diaz/KA 

Amore 
2nd Caraleigh Terra-Billie Fair CDX RAE4 Yorkie P Fallon 
3rd Breyeridge Golden in Our Heart Golden D Rupp/C Needleman 
4th Cesar’s Roman Gladiator RE OAP OJP JE 

CDX 
Westie L Cesare 

High Combined:  Jusdandy Whale of a Good Time UDX2 OM2 
High In Trial:  OTCh Honeyfox Where There’s A Will UDX OM RA HSAd 

Page 4 HEEL 
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Minutes of Board meetings are now posted 
on our Club Yahoo Group site.  What’s that, 
you say?  The group site provides a way to 
easily send email messages of general inter-
est to the membership, as well as to share 
files and photos.  In addition to the Board 
minutes, there’s an AKC entry form in MS 
Word format, photos of past Club events, 
important information such as the Club 
membership roster, dangerous dog policy, 
HEEL archives, and more.  Not a member 
yet?  Just send me an email and I’ll reply 
with an invitation. 

Highlights of recent meetings: 

February 
At the February meeting, discussion focused 
on the continuing decline in the Club’s finan-
cial position. Kate reported that at the cur-
rent rate, the Club could run out of funds in 
Spring 2011. Several ideas were discussed.  
Brenda reported that the Club is enrolled in 
the AKC’s new Club Outreach program 
which notifies new puppy owners of clubs in 
their area. She also volunteered to send 
packets out to local vets, and to reinstate 
the free ad in the Match Show Bulletin.The 
2010 dues and training fees were approved. 

March 
The Board devoted considerable attention 
on improving revenue at the March meeting. 
The post-Beginner training fee was ad-
justed. Larry offered to present his Obedi-
ence 101 seminar on preparing for a trial. 
This could show off our new training site as 
well as generate income. 

In addition, Scott presented the 2009 Audit 
Committee report. Based on the Commit-
tee’s recommendation, some procedural 
changes in Puppy and Beginner class re-
cord-keeping were adopted. 

Helen and Brenda were authorized to se-
cure judges for the 2011 trial. 

April — Annual Meeting 
At the Annual Meeting in April, outgoing 
President Linda Swenson was honored for 
her years of service. Although she was un-
able to attend, Linda submitted a report 
which read in part, “ I would like to thank the 
membership for allowing me to act as your 
President and Director for the past years. It 
has been a learning experience and it is 
time to take a break, turning over to a new 
Board of Directors. Thanks again and I look 
forward to continuing training with PDTC for 
many years to come.” Club activities over 

the year were reviewed. Kate’s report high-
lighted the need for members to assist in 
recruiting Puppy and Beginner trainers, as 
these classes are the Club’s financial life-
blood. The valuable contributions of all the 
Club’s volunteers were recognized, includ-
ing outgoing Directors Scott Dannaker and 
Paulette McBride. Directors and Officers 
were elected: President Brenda Perkins, 
Vice President Priscilla Stevens-Iacocca, 
Secretary Bonnie James, Treasurer Kate 
Felton, and Directors, Class of 2013 Helen 
O’Mara and Kim Fetrow. 
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Will, leaving the animal to the caretaker the 
pet owner has selected. It is best to name 
alternate caretakers in the Will in case the 
first-named person is unable or unwilling to 
take the animal when the time comes. An 
example of such a Will provision appears in 
Sample Will Provision I. 

Another alternative is to give the Executor 
the discretion to select from among several 
caretakers prearranged and named by the 
pet owner in his/her Will. An example of this 
type of Will provision appears in Sample Will 
Provision II. 

Providing Funds for Pet Care 
Under the laws of all 50 states, a pet owner 
cannot leave any part of his or her estate 
outright to an animal. However, the owner 
may leave a sum of money to the person 
designated to care for the pet, along with a 
request (not a direction) that the money be 
used for the pet's care. It is important for the 
pet owner to select a caretaker he/she trusts 
and who will be devoted to the pet, because 
the caretaker has no legal obligation under 
the above provision to use the money for the 
purpose specified. 

The owner should leave only a reasonable 
amount of money for the care of any pet. A 
large sum of money may prompt relatives to 
challenge the Will and the court may invali-
date the bequest for pet care. The attorney 
may want to include an "in terrorem" clause 
in the pet owner's Will to reduce the chance 
of a challenge to the Will. This clause pro-
vides that if a person unsuccessfully chal-
lenges a provision in the Will, he or she can-
not then receive property under any provi-
sion of the Will.  

Designating a Shelter or Charitable Or-
ganization to Care for Pets 
If no friend or relative can be found to take 
the pet, the pet owner should look for a 
charitable organization whose function is to 
care for or place companion animals. A hu-
mane society or shelter might agree to ac-
cept the animal along with a cash bequest to 
cover expenses. An example of this type of 
Will provision appears in Sample Will Provi-
sion III. 

The charity should agree to take care of the 
animal for its life or find an adoptive home 
for the animal. Before selecting a shelter, 
find out what kind of care animal receive at 
the shelter (for example, an animal should 
not have to stay for more than a short period 
in a cage). If the organization is directed to 

(Continued from page 1) find an adoptive home for the companion 
animal in its care, the pet owner should ob-
tain detailed information about the adoption 
procedure. 

Making A Conditional Bequest  

New York and some other states allow the 
pet owners to make a "conditional bequest" 
in which both the animal and a sum of 
money are left to a beneficiary who must use 
the money for the care of the animal. 

A conditional bequest has the advantage of 
requiring the recipient to care for the pet but 
adds to the Executor's responsibility the task 
of ensuring that the person receiving the 
money fulfills his or her commitment. The 
pet owner, therefore, has to select an Ex-
ecutor willing to undertake this added re-
sponsibility. If a pet owner wants a condi-
tional bequest, the attorney drafting the will 
must consider the relevant law concerning 
such provisions, since they can be invali-
dated by the courts and are therefore not 
recommended. 

Establishing a Pet Trust  

Under the law of most states, including New 
York, an animal can be the beneficiary of a 
trust created to care for the animal. New 
York enacted its pet trust statute in 1996. 
The statute enables persons to create trusts 
for their animals, and such trusts can be 
enforced in the courts. The trust can be (i) a 
testamentary trust, created under a Will, to 
take effect upon the death of the pet owner, 
or (ii) an inter vivos trust, created and effec-
tive while the pet owner is alive. Examples of 
testamentary pet trusts appear on page 16. 
(See Sample Testamentary Trust for the 
Care of Dogs and Cats and Sample Testa-
mentary Trust for the Care of Horses and 
Farm Animals). 

A trustee is named in the trust instrument to 
manage the trust and use the funds in the 
trust to care for the animals. If the trustee 
cannot take physical possession of the ani-
mals, a different person can be named as 
the caretaker. Alternate trustees and care-
takers should always be named, in case the 
first-named person is not available to act 
when the pet owner dies. 

The New York pet trust statute has a 21-
year limitation, even if the life span of a par-
ticular animal is longer. A suggestion for 
owners of parrots, horses and other long-
lived animals is to create a pet trust that 
goes for the 21-year period, and name an 
animal sanctuary (one that cares for the 

species of animal that is the beneficiary of 
the pet trust) as remainderman of the trust, 
to take the animal and remaining funds at 
the end of the 21-year period. The pet trust 
statutes of most states do not have this 21-
year limitation and so can continue for the 
lives of the animal beneficiaries. The Legal 
Issues Pertaining to Animals Committee of 
the NYC Bar Association is working on a 
project to amend the pet trust statute so that 
the 21 year limitation is eliminated. 

Providing for Euthanasia If Caretakers 
Cannot Be Found  

Provisions in a Will directing that an animal 
be euthanized upon the death of its owner 
have been invalidated by the courts. While a 
pet owner may feel it is important to protect 
a pet from subsequent mistreatment or a 
"bad home," it is questionable whether a 
healthy pet's life must end by euthanasia 
when its owner dies. Nevertheless, if a pet 
owner wishes to provide for euthanasia, it is 
preferable to specify in a Will that the pet be 
cared for by the Executor or a friend for a 
period of time and ask that this person at-
tempt to find a good home for the pet, and if 
no home is found after a specified reason-
able period of time, that the animal may 
betaken for euthanasia. A court may be less 
likely to overturn such a provision. An exam-
ple of this type of Will provision appears at 
the end of this document (Sample Will provi-
sion IV). 

An alternative is to write a letter to a friend or 
relative stating that upon the death of the pet 
owner, the animal should be euthanized. (A 
signed copy should be given in advance to 
the friend or relative and another signed 
copy should be held with the Will but not 
made part of the Will). The letter is not le-
gally binding and the friend or relative is not 
obligated to carry out the instructions of the 
pet owner. 

Euthanasia performed pursuant to a letter 
from the pet owner is also subject to court 
challenge. 

It is preferable that permission of those rela-
tives or other persons or charities who take 
the balance of the estate the residuary bene-
ficiaries-be obtained before any animals are 
euthanized, as the residuary beneficiaries 
could complain that the animal is part of the 
estate property and should pass to them. 
This is unlikely, but it has happened. 

It should be noted that if you bequeath your 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Delegate’s Report 
By Larry Wilson 

OPTIONAL TITLING CLASSES  

There are four new titling classes which 
clubs may hold in conjunction with their 
obedience trials.  Beginner Novice, 
Graduate Novice, Graduate Open, Versa-
tility.  The most useful are Graduate Nov-
ice and Graduate Open.  Graduate nov-
ice has modified open exercises and 
graduate open has modified utility exer-
cises.  The exercises are easer then what 
is in open and utility so they act as a 
break-in for the dog but still preformed in 
actual obedience trial conditions. 

Graduate Novice: 
1. Heel on Leash and Figure Eight (off 
leash) 40 points 
2. Drop on Recall 40 points 
3. Dumbbell Recall 30 points 
4. Recall Over High Jump 30 points 

5. Recall Over Broad Jump 30 points 
6. Long Down 30 points 

Graduate Open: 
1. Signal Exercise 40 points 
2. Scent Discrimination 30 points 
3. Directed Retrieve 30 points 
4. Moving Stand and Examination 30 
points 
5. Go Out 30 points 
6. Directed Jumping 40 points 

A complete description of each exercise 
can be found online in the AKC Obedience 
Regulations:     http://www.akc.org/pdfs/
rulebooks/RO2999.pdf 

Or e-mail me at Larry009@comcast.net 
and I’ll be happy to e-mail you the regula-
tions for these new classes. 

Youngest PDTC member: Lycinan Nicki’s Rising Star aka Nicki Iacocca 
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Final Presentation Video 
Released from the 2009 Na-
tional Parent Club Canine 
Health Conference  
The Canine Health Foundation is pleased to an-
nounce the publication of the final video recorded 
at the 2009 National Parent Club Canine Health 
Conference held in St. Louis. The October confer-
ence, sponsored by Nestlé Purina PetCare Com-
pany, brought together leading researchers and 
representatives from national breed clubs to dis-
cuss the current state of canine health research, 
and where the future will lead.  
 
The video released is Dr. Matthew Breen, 
"Canine Cancer & Comparative Genomics: New 
Technologies, New Opportunities."  
 
Advances in genomics technologies over the past 
decade have been astonishing, leading to a revo-
lution in biomedical research and an impact on 
human society that may rival that of the industrial 
revolution. The application of genomics to canine 
biomedical research has seen a number of signifi-
cant advances as we strive to enhance the health 
and welfare of our companions. Comparative 
genomics may be defined broadly as any area of 
research in which the sequence and function of 
genomes of different species are compared. With 
complete genome sequences available both for 
human and dog, we now are able to identify re-
gions of both genomes that are shared and are 
associated with disease, and thus begin to under-
stand which genes specifically are playing key 
roles in a variety of disease processes. The core 
similarity of genes defining human and dog allows 
the dog to be considered as a valid biomedical 
model system of numerous human genetic dis-
ease, including cancers. The comparative value 
of biomedical research is widely accepted and 
there is every expectation that data generated 
from studies of canine diseases ultimately will 
have a major impact on human health. 
 
Dr. Matthew Breen completed his PhD in cytoge-
netics in 1990 and then spent two years as a Post 
Doc in Molecular Genetics at the UK Medical 
Research Council's Human Genetics Unit in Edin-
burgh. Dr. Breen then spent four years working 
for the research arm of the Australian Thor-
oughbred industry, returning to the UK in 1996 
where his laboratory developed molecular cytoge-
netics reagents, resources and techniques for 
application to canine genome mapping, compara-
tive cytogenetics and cancer studies. In 2002 Dr. 
Breen relocated his laboratory to North Carolina 
State University's College of Veterinary Medicine 
as part of their Genomics initiative. His research 
interests continue to focus on the genomics, ge-
nome mapping and the comparative aspects of 
canine cancer. Dr. Breen currently has a number 
of active grants from the CHF that are focused on 
the molecular cytogenetic evaluation of canine 
tumors.  
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Board of Directors  

President: Brenda Perkins 

Vice-President: Priscilla Stevens-Iacocca 

Secretary: Bonnie James 

Treasurer: Kate Felton 

Directors: Virginia Barishek 
  Kim Fetrow 
  Bonnie James 
  Betty Keegan 
  Abbey Porter 
  Janice Williams 

Delegates  

American Kennel Club Larry Wilson 

PA Federation of Dog Clubs Holly Sensenig 

 

Training Director  

Barbara Doering 215.328.9311 

Registrar  

Diane Koch 610.623.6729 
dkoch46601@comcast.net 

HEEL Editor  

Chris Allen 
209 N Deerwood Dr, 
West Chester, PA 19382 
allen.feild@verizon.net 

Website  

www.philadogtraining.org 
Lisa Wolf 
lhw0425@mac.com 

Club Phone  

610.853.9601 

 
I have now held all of the offices available and will be your new presi-
dent for at least this year!! We have settled in nicely to our Bryn Mawr 
location and as of Tuesday June 1st we will be outside, weather per-
mitting. We can still go inside if it is raining, but may have to lay our 
own mats. Our own Larry Wilson will be giving a seminar on what to 
know when you go in the obedience ring on Tuesday June 8th at 
7:30PM at our Bryn Mawr location. No dogs, just handlers please. We 
are also working on doing a demo for the school kids at St Aloysius, 
so please help us if asked. As always, we need to find more begin-
ners, so talk us up when you go into your vet’s office or supply store. 
Looking forward to meeting those that I don't already know. Please 
feel free to contact me at mstaylor@verizon.net with any ideas or 
concerns. 
 
— Brenda Perkins 

Key Contacts 
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If a dog will not come to you after he has looked 
you in the face, you should go home and exam-
ine your conscience. 

— Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924) 
28th President of the US 
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Thursday — Rain or Shine 

6:30 Beginner/Linda Swenson 

7:30 Beginner/Linda Swenson 
 Puppy/Paulette McBride 

8:30 Novice/Linda Swenson 

 

 

Classes 

St. Aloysius Academy 
401 S Bryn Mawr Ave 

Tuesday — Rain or Shine 

6:30 Utility/Barb Doering 
2 Utility Rings + Open Jumps 
Open jumping ends at 7:45 

7:45/8:00 Open/Barb Doering 

Obedience 101 Seminar 
Tuesday, June 8 

Board Meeting  
Tuesday, TBD 
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management and/or superintendent for the 
friend or relative to be notified. The pet 
owner should arrange for access to his/her 
home to permit the care and feeding of the 
pet during such short -term periods. If an 
apartment is involved, the owner should 
consider leaving a key with the superinten-
dent or a neighbor. If there is a relative or 
friend in the area, the owner should consider 
providing that individual with a key and with 
written permission to the building manage-
ment to enter the apartment in the event of 
the death or hospitalization of the pet owner. 

Arranging for a Shelter or Charitable Or-
ganization to Provide Short-Term Care  

There may be an animal shelter or charitable 
organization with which arrangements can 
be made to care for a pet in the event of the 
death or hospitalization of the pet owner. 
Should the owner make such arrangements, 
shelter personnel would need written instruc-
tions addressed to the superintendent or 
building management and the key to permit 
them access. Similarly, the pet owner should 
leave written instructions in his/her home 
and with a relative or friend to notify the 
shelter (if a shelter is chosen) or the individ-
ual who has agreed to take care of the pet 
during this period. 

Emergency Instructions  

Once the pet owner has decided upon such 
arrangements for the short-term care and 
feeding of the pet in the event of the pet 
owner's hospitalization or death, the owner 
should carry a copy of the instructions as 
part of his/her identification papers in the 
event of sudden hospitalization or death due 
to an accident or illness. An example of the 
type of instructions to carry appears at the 
end of this document. 

Providing Copies of Instructions to An 
Executor 
Finally, in the event of death, and to cover 
the interim period while letters testamentary 
are being obtained, the Executor named in 
your Will should also be given copies of all 
applicable instructions. 

In conclusion, the best way to assure proper 
care for a pet under the circumstances de-
scribed is to make both testamentary and 
short-term arrangements for the pet now and 
to have a Will drafted by a qualified attorney. 
Making such arrangements may entail a 
significant amount of effort on the part of the 
pet owner, but is important so that the pet 
owner's animal is cared for in the event of 
the owner's hospitalization, incapacity or 
death. 
 
Reprinted with permission from the Associa-
tion of the Bar of the City of New York. 

animal to a friend or relative, that person 
becomes the owner and has all the rights 
and obligations of the pet's care, including 
the right to euthanize the animal. 

Providing Funds for Pet Care During 
Transitional Period 
 
Finally, a provision which should be included 
in all Wills where an animal is involved, is 
one allowing the Executor to use estate 
funds to care for the animal for the period 
before the animal goes to the new home 
designated by the pet owner. The Will 
should state that the costs of food, veteri-
nary care, transportation and other ex-
penses incurred by the Executor in caring for 
the decedent's pet is to be paid from the 
estate as an estate administration expense, 
whether or not the expenses are deductible 
for estate tax purposes. An example of this 
type of Will provision appears on "Sample 
Will Provision V". 

Short-term arrangements for care of a pet 
are necessary to cover the period between 
the death of the pet owner and the issuance 
of letters testamentary or letters of admini-
stration. These letters give the Executor or 
Administrator authority to act, but depending 
on the jurisdiction, it may take from two 
weeks to two months to obtain them. Short-
term arrangements are also necessary if the 
owner is hospitalized for a period of time. 

Arranging For Friends/Relatives To Pro-
vide Short-Term Care  

A pet owner should try to find a friend or 
relative who is willing to take care for his/her 
pet during these periods. The owner should 
leave word, preferably in writing, at home 
and with a neighbor, or with the building 

(Continued from page 7) 

Preparing For Your Pets 
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Please welcome new PDTC members: 
 
Terry Thomas 
Standard Poodle 
 
Details in directory on Yahoo site 
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