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(me, a teenager, wearing a 
mini skirt).  I vowed not to be 
embarrassed like that again! 
So, we started taking classes 
at PDTC with the famous 
Russ Kipple and his dog, 
Tonka. Training back then 
consisted of yelling and 
screaming at the dog, wres-
tling them to the floor. I 
dropped out without complet-
ing the class. Kelly died from 
complications of an anal fis-
tula, never becoming the dog 
he should have been since I 
didn’t know what to teach him.  We were both 
brats. 

He was followed by Clancy who was killed by a 
car because I was stupid and let him off lead.  I 
should have taught him more and had more re-
spect for him. 

Duffy came next,   and then 2 rescues, Rufus 
and a Doberman (not an Irish Setter) who I 

named Katy. They all gave me 
unconditional love. They all 
went through the basic training 
at PDTC but then we quit.  I 
didn’t know about trials or be-
ing the leader of the pack. It’s 
a shame because Katy could 
have had a UD but I didn’t do 
my job with them. 

At a time in my life when I think 
I was ready to learn a lesson 
from a dog, along came Miss 
Maggie. She had many les-
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SOS - 
Your Club 
Needs You! 
 
·  Beginner classes 

are our financial 
lifeblood—we 
need to get the 
word out about 
our Bryn Mawr 
site. 

·  Help recruit stu-
dents by distrib-
uting brochures . 

·  Brochures are 
available at class 
or from  Brenda 
Perkins or 
Paulette 
McBride. 
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Editor’s Note: 

This is the first 
in what we 
hope will be a 

new regular feature profiling Club members. 

My name is Patricia Neva Elliott. I have been in 
the financial services industry for over 30 years.  I 
have served on the Board of PDTC, been trophy 
chair, and currently am in charge of donations and 
selling raffle tickets at the show.  If you have time, 
we can use your help – especially at our Show.  
Please mention PDTC when you order from a 
catalog (it will help us when we ask for donations 
next year), and if you have a favorite site, please 
let me know. 

I have been owned by dogs since I was a young 
girl.  The most important thing I have learned over 
the years is that while we are teaching our dogs, 
they are teaching us. 

My first dog was an Irish Setter named Kelly .  
Once he came running at me, knocked me down 
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by Susan Strickland 

Planning for the day of the show starts well 
before show day. When the day arrives, 
work the plan that you’ve made during the 
previous months of training. Arrive in plenty 
of time to warm up the dog on those things 
that he is weakest in. Then let him rest and 
acclimate to the new and distracting envi-
ronment.  

If you have a dog who is excitable, lively 
and very easily distracted, you should get to 
the show in plenty of time to settle him 
down, and let him look at everything before 
he goes in the ring. If you have the opposite 
type of dog, the one who needs to be 
revved up and played with to get him up and 
moving, don’t get there quite so early, as he 
might be asleep by the time you show. 

When you pick up your armband, note how 
many dogs ahead of you have actually 
checked in. From then until you go in the 
ring, keep checking back so that you know 
when you’re going in, and what number you 
follow. Quite often people have conflicts and 
go out of order. Especially if you’re inexperi-
enced showing your dog, you don’t want to 
be surprised by a steward suddenly telling 
you you’re next, when you thought there 
were still dogs ahead of you. Even though 
you will practice for this scenario, it can 
wreak havoc on your nerves.  Experienced 
handlers know that no matter how careful 
you are in keeping track of when you’re 
scheduled to go into the ring, some classes 
just get out of the control of the stewards, 
and all of a sudden you’re it. So your every-
day practice needs to include exercises (or 
games, as I would call them) that teach your 
dog to be up, moving, alert, and in working 
mode, at a moment’s notice. 

I have a game that I do in every training 
session. I call it the “sudden heeling game.” 
The dog is not sitting when I start, nor is he 
necessarily paying any attention to me. I 
suddenly tell him to heel and then I take off. 

His job, and the way he wins the game, is to 
quickly catch up with me and find heel posi-
tion. As soon as he does, he is released, 
and we party. This game becomes one of 
the things I do shortly before I go into the 
ring on show day. It keeps him alert and 
focused, and he loves to try to guess when 
I’m going to try to sneak one in on him. 
When I was showing my old OTCH dog 
Pete, I could wake him up out of a sound 
sleep, and he was ready to play the game, 
or go into the ring if need be. 

If you know when you’re going into the ring, 
and have time to prepare, you will develop a 
routine that you use to get the dog mentally 
prepared to work. The first thing I do, one or 
two dogs ahead of my entering the ring, is 
to move away from any people who would 
be trying to talk to me, or distract me from 
what I need to do for the dog. From this time 
on, I want the dog focused on me, and inter-
acting with me. And what I ask from him, I 
should also give him – my full attention.  

The things you do with the dog at this point 
will, to a certain extent, depend on the dog’s 
temperament and work habits. First and 
foremost, from this moment until you walk 
into the ring, you want to get the dog to 
focus on you, and to think about working. 
His mood is extremely important. For dogs 
that need a cheerleader to get them revved 
up and ready to go, you’ll need to develop 
some games, and routines, that will bring 
their mood and attitude up. These are the 
dogs who tend to get bored in the ring and 
lose focus. Their mistakes are characterized 
by a lack of effort and interest. A combina-
tion of games like hand touching and tug-of-
war, and quick bits of obedience - like side 

steps, quarter turns, and sud-
den heeling - with lots of enthu-
siasm, will help wake them up. 

If you have a dog who tends to 
be excitable, likes to bark when 
working, or loses concentration 
because he gets too wild when 
working, his pre-ring routine will 
involve calming him down, and 
making him think about preci-
sion. Maybe some disciplined 
heeling, with a long slow, some 
left turns and quiet praise. If he 
has nothing but energy to burn, 
taking that edge off could be 

very helpful. Dogs with different tempera-
ments, personality types, and working styles 
will need different types of warm-ups. Let 
me give you some examples from my per-
sonal experience. 

My boy Pete was a serious, businesslike 
worker, who also loved games. Before we 
went into the ring we would do what used to 
be called “doodling.” Nowadays most doo-
dling has been turned into Rally exercises. 
We would do turns in place, side-step 
fronts, random finishes, quick drops, side-
steps when heeling, and my favorite, the 
sudden heeling game. We wouldn’t do 
every kind of doodle at every show, but 
enough to get him in a working mood.  They 
would get him thinking about where his 
body should be in relation to mine, so that 
he would be perfectly straight either at heel 
or in front.  We also did a tug of war game 
before we went into the ring to keep him 
happy and focused, and to keep his attitude 
up. Tug of war is a great release for an obe-
dience dog, and a terrific reward for a job 
well done.  

Will, my current OTCH dog, doesn’t like to 
tug. He’s a social butterfly who likes people, 
hugs and kisses, jumping in your lap, and 
treats. He also loves to chase a ball, but you 
can’t do that near the ring. Too much doo-
dling for Will could be somewhat of a 
downer. So we do a bit of heeling, and 
maybe a couple of fronts and finishes – just 
to remind him where to put his behind down. 
Then we do something fun.  The sudden 
heeling game, a couple of roll-overs, and 
tossing him treats help to keep him happy 
and focused before going in the ring. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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With all the heat, wet, and otherwise ex-
treme weather this summer, it seems like 
everybody’s been downashore or just chillin’ 
out – no brags from our members!  Now that 
the fall trial season is here, certainly that will 
change and there’ll be lots of member news 
to report. 

Inquiring minds want to know — what have 
you and your dog been doing in the Obedi-
ence and Rally rings lately? Plus, we want 
to hear about other accomplishments as 
well — how about CGC’s or Therapy Dog 
certification? Don’t forget to send in those 
brags to allen.feild@verizon.net. 

 

Here are the next questions — email your 
reply to allen.feild@verizon.net and look for 
the results in the December issue: 
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Once again we had an outstanding re-
sponse to the March issue survey – thanks 
to all who participated!  Here’s what you had 
to say: 

Who is your favorite animated movie dog? 

Our respondents’ favorite is Tramp from 
Lady and the Tramp (although there were 
no votes for Lady!). Honorable mentions 
included Pongo and Perdita and the puppies 
from 101 Dalmatians, Snoopy, Astro Jetson, 
Balto, Pluto, Goofy, and Shrek.   

How often do you train your dog per week, 
and do you follow a particular routine in your 
training? 

Responses ranged from once a week to 
twice a day, with a median frequency of 4½ 
times per week.  Most respondents indicated 
that they plan their training based on the 
dog’s current learning/training needs – in 
other words, they focus on new skills the 
dog is learning and/or problem issues.  The 
majority integrate play into their training.  
Several mentioned the need to keep ses-
sions short to maintain the dog’s interest 

and energy levels.  Likewise, others men-
tioned varying their routine to prevent 
predictability and boredom for both dog 
and handler.  Some have special training 
routines they use in the run up to a trial.  
More than one respondent cited time 
restrictions as a factor.  The need for 
planning to get the most gain from train-
ing was a recurrent theme. 

Do you have any ideas for future survey 
questions? Please let me know! 

Inquiring minds want to know……. 

Do you feed a nutritional supplement? 
If so, what kind? 

Do you prefer 1 or 2 trials/day and why? 
Have you entered 2 trials/day? 
If so, please tell us about your experience. 

Deadline for Dec. issue:  

Copy-ready material due by Nov. 22, 2011. 
All submissions subject to editing for 
content and to fit available space. 
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by John Cox 

The sport of Obedience is many things to 
many people, but in the Obedience ring it is 
judged as a team sport. As each team en-
ters the ring they are under constant judg-
ment until they leave the ring. During all the 
individual exercises, and before, after and 
between the exercises, the dog and han-
dler's performance is evaluated and scored. 
If points are lost during this time the ques-
tion is, who lost the most points? Was it the 
dog or the handler? There are times when 
a dog will lose less points than a han-
dler, so don't always assume the final 
score is a reflection of just the dog's 
performance. Understanding which team 
member is losing the points is the first step 
in improving future final scores. 
This article will address a few common ar-
eas where handlers lose points. 
1. BETWEEN EXERCISE HANDLING 
2. THE GIVING OF COMMANDS AND/OR 
SIGNALS 
3. HEELING 
4. NOVICE STAND FOR EXAMINATION 
5. THROWING THE DUMBBELL 
6. TURNING WHILE THE DOG IS IN MID-
AIR 
7. TURNING IN PLACE 
8. SCENT DISCRIMINATION 
9. DIRECTED RETRIEVE 
10. MOVING STAND AND EXAMINATION 
1. BETWEEN EXERCISE HANDLING - 
Before, between and after the exercises 
most dogs do just fine, but the handler can 
lose big points. A few examples of handler 
errors are: 
a. In Novice the handler may GENTLY 
guide the dog by the collar. The key word is 
gently. Any pulling, lifting, tugs, etc. is not 
"gently" and is subject to a minor to sub-
stantial penalty. 
b. In Open or Utility the handler must NOT 
physically guide the dog at ANY time. Pos-
ing for measurement is permitted. The big 
error handlers make is after the last individ-
ual exercise. If the collar is held and the dog 
walked to the table for the leash - this is 
subject to a penalty. Judging is not over at 
this time. Judging stops when the team 
steps through the ring entrance on their way 
out. Also keep in mind that dogs must be 
brought into and taken out of the ring on 
leash. 
c. Before an exercise there are those han-
dlers that use physical guidance such as 

qualifying score will result. 
b. Beware of making turns and having a 
slight hesitation or delay after turning. This 
shows up mostly on about -turns and right 
turns. Also, beware of military turns. Sharp 
ninety-degree turns are penalized. Learn to 
make turns in a natural manner and without 
delays. 
c. Substantial deductions shall be made for 
failure of handler to noticeably accelerate 
speed forward for the Fast and noticeably 
decelerate speed forward for the Slow. The 
Fast is described in the Regulations: "'Fast' 
signifies that the handler must run, handler 
and dog moving forward at a noticeably 
accelerated speed." There are all types of 
"funny" handling that can occur during the 
Fast. Avoid fast walking. When running 
forward, avoid the affectations of the up and 
down motions of the body and feet that aid 
the dog. Such actions will result in penalties. 
Remember, NATURAL and SMOOTH! 
d. When asked to Halt, do it without step-
ping sideways towards or away from the 
dog. 
e. Only execute the turns, Fast, Slow and 
Halts on the Judge's order. Penalties are 
applied when the handler delays or antici-
pates the Judge's orders. For example, on 
the Fast don't slow until the Judge says 
"Normal." On turns, don't turn before being 
told. Of course, there are times when a 
Judge may get a handler a little too close to 
the ring barrier. In this case, the handler 
might want to slow a little and wait for the 
order. 
f. Know where the hands and arms should 
be while heeling. One of two options is to be 
followed. These are listed in the Regulations 
in CHAPTER 2, SECTION 19. 
There is a lot going on during the Heeling 
exercise -- for both dog and handler. When 

(Continued on page 10) 

placing the dog in position with the hands or 
straightening the dog with the knees or feet 
-- an excellent way to lose points. There are 
times when those points lost may mean the 
difference between a qualifying score or a 
placement. 
d. All of the above handling (a-c) is also 
observed when the handler brings the dog 
into the ring for the Group exercises. The 
Open handler should be aware of above 
items b and c when lining up the dog for the 
Groups. Remember, one cannot physically 
guide or position the Open dog during this 
time. 
2. THE GIVING OF COMMANDS AND/OR 
SIGNALS - Signals and/or commands are 
given to the dog before, during and after 
EVERY exercise. ALL of the commands and 
signals are judged. CHAPTER 2, SEC-
TIONS 20, 21 and 23 should be reviewed 
for complete information on the subject. A 
couple of important areas in which to avoid 
point deductions are: 
a. Giving loud commands to the dog. An 
excessively loud command is three or more 
points lost. 
b. If a signal is given make sure it is a single 
gesture with one arm and hand only, and 
the arm must immediately be returned to a 
natural position. Signals must be inaudible 
and the handler must not touch the dog. 
Any unusual noise or motion may be con-
sidered to be a signal. AVOID using "body-
English" -- a common area where handlers 
throw away points. Any error in the giving of 
a signal is scored. 
3. HEELING - Incorrect handling during the 
Heeling exercises can end up being a real 
point-buster. The image to project is the 
natural way one would walk down the street. 
The key words here are smoothness and 
naturalness. In the Glossary of Terms in the 
Obedience Regulations, natural is defined 
as "not artificial; free of affectation, and 
customarily expected in the home or public 
places." Listed are a few examples of han-
dler errors and affectations that can show 
up during the heeling: 
a. The pace of heeling is a common area of 
handler error. A handler must walk briskly 
and in a natural manner. Adapting pace to 
that of the dog is to be penalized. The Fig-
ure Eight is another critical area to avoid 
adapting pace to the dog. If the handler 
constantly adapts pace to the dog a non-
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Minutes of Board meetings are now posted 
on our Club Yahoo Group site.  What’s that, 
you say?  The group site provides a way to 
easily send email messages of general inter-
est to the membership, as well as to share 
files and photos.  In addition to the Board 
minutes, there’s an AKC entry form in MS 
Word format, photos of past Club events, 
important information such as the Club 
membership roster, dangerous dog policy, 
HEEL archives, and more.  Not a member 
yet?  Just send me an email and I’ll reply 
with an invitation. 

Highlights of recent meetings: 

May 

Several changes in our banking arrange-
ments and fiscal procedures were adopted 
to reflect the change in officers, and to clar-
ify guidelines and improve record-keeping.  
The Board adopted a policy prohibiting cash 
payments. The Audit Committee presented 
its report. 

Several ideas for generating business via 
community outreach were discussed.  

The Spring Trial was awesome and fun.  

The Judges really appreciated the stewards. 

July 

The Spring Trial generated a net profit of 
$970.42, thanks to a combination of adding 
optional titling classes, donated services, 
and a highly successful raffle. 

The Board approved investigation of holding 
a stand-alone obedience trial weekend and/
or staffing an agility trial for increasing reve-
nue. 

Two candidates for membership were ap-
proved: Andrea Colflesh with her pit bull mix 
and Kelly Hafertpe with her flat coat re-
triever. 

August 

A huge thank you to Kim Fetrow for running 
Rally this summer.  The emails and replies 
helped with the planning. 

Generating income:  Kim Roberts will get a 
table to represent the club at the Havertown 
Day street festival on October 8.   Please let 
Kim or any Board member know if you can 

help, or if you have other ideas for revenue-
generating activities. 

The existing discount coupon program is 
being expanded to include rescue groups. If 
you know of any rescue group contacts, 
please send them to Chris Allen. 

The 2011 Incident Review Committee was 
appointed:  Paulette McBride, Barb Sieck, 
and Linda Swenson.  Updated tuition policy 
and procedures were approved.  A new 
editor for HEEL is still needed.  A new mat 
roller is needed. 
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There’s lots of gloom-and-doom talk these 
days about the future of Obedience, with 
calls for changes to the structure of the 
classes and title requirements, institution of 
new advanced titles, etc.  But what do the 
numbers tell us about what’s really going 
on?  Recently published statistics furnish 
some clues.  This Spring the AKC supplied 
the Obedience, Tracking, and Agility Com-
mittee with entry and event data for the 6-
year period 2005-2010.  After declining 
steadily for four years, entries rebounded 
slightly during the last two years.  While 
encouraging, the increase was not sufficient 
to reverse the downward trend (see Obedi-
ence Entry Chart).  As well, it is unclear 
whether the data reflects only regular class 

entries or includes non-regular and optional 
titling classes as well. (New classes have 
been added in these categories, which 
would tend to skew the data.) 

About the same time, Ring-Tested-
Obedience group member Angie Pullano 
compiled AKC title data for the past ten 
years, and has graciously allowed us to use 
her analysis.  The percentages of those 
progressing from one level to the next are 
remarkably consistent across titles and time:  
approximately 35-40% go on from CD to 
CDX, to UD, to UDX, to OTCh (see Obedi-
ence Title Chart).  Some old-timers in the 
group recalled a Front & Finish study pub-
lished in the early 1990’s that showed the 

same percentages.  What has changed is 
the number of CD’s earned each year (see 
CD Chart).  These numbers have declined 
steadily, from 5,268 in 2001 to 3,794 in 
2010 – a 28% drop over 10 years.  

Taken together, the conclusion is obvious:  
fewer new people are being attracted into 
Obedience (or they’re not staying long 
enough to enter trials).  Those of us who 
have been around long enough to remem-
ber know that Novice classes used to be 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Editor’s Note:  On September 11, 2011 Find-
ing One Another held a Memorial Dedication 
at Liberty State Park, honoring the Search 
and Rescue, Therapy Dog, and Veterinary 
Medical Assistance Teams who worked at 
any 9/11 site including Ground Zero, 
Shanksville, the Pentagon, the Fresh Kills 
Landfill recovery site, and Pier 94. Until now, 
these teams had never been fully recog-
nized. Several of the surviving teams at-
tended, including at least two from this area, 
including Mary and Bryar from Lehigh GSDC 
and Lehigh Valley Therapy Group, and Judy 
and her Pyr from Suburban DTC and TDI. 
Many others attended, marching alone, with 
their current working dog, and/or with a 
photo of their deceased canine partner. 

Semper Fi 

Victoria (foreground) and 
Always Faithful (rear) 



Volume 64, Issue 3 Page 7 

����������������������������������������������������������������
���	�������	�������	�������	���� �

sons to teach me.  She was found on a 
freeway in Maryland, and her wanderlust 
got her into trouble more than once.  She 
is the only dog in the history of our school 
who was on a down/stay, got up, ran up 
the stairs and out of the building.  She was 
found the next morning huddled against 
the door in the rain. She had been gone 12 
hours, and she learned that day that 
school isn’t all that bad of a place to be.  I 
taught her enough (with the encourage-
ment, help and guidance of Betty Keegan) 
that she earned her CD and her RN. 
Maggie taught me to always microchip a 
dog, and never to trust her not to sneak 
away if she had the opportunity, a lesson 
reinforced when she was brought home 
(from yet another run away adventure) at 
age 13 in the back of  a police car.  Did I 
mention Maggie also taught me humility ~~ 
yes, officer, that is my dog…. 

Duncan was my next Irish. He taught me to 
have a sense of humor. Duncan and I 
nervously went into the ring to try to qualify 
for our 3rd leg in Novice A.  On the off-lead 
portion of the exercise, he danced around 
me, jumped on me, pulled at my arm band 
and stood in front of me and woo-wooed at 
me.  Both the crowd and the judge were 
entertained (I was humiliated) but ulti-
mately ‘good’ Duncan outweighed ’ 
naughty’ Duncan that day, and we quali-
fied. He wasn’t even 2 years old at that 
time. I was so proud.  Our future was 
bright, we were a team, we could do any-
thing!!!! …. Until we learned he had uncon-
trollable epilepsy and I had to have him put 
down short of his 3rd birthday.  Duncan 
taught me heartbreak… 

Jared came next. His registered name is 
CH Seanpat Just Because I Can CD, RN.  
Jared tries to live up to his name.  He does 
what he can, his way. He got his RN and 
his AKC championship by 3 ½, and earned 
his obedience title after that.  We found 
that to be a bit more challenging.  Jared 
did his off lead exercises much the same 
way as Duncan…with that Irish glint in his 
eye, and his zest for life getting in the way 

(Continued from page 1) 

you will become a believer in what you 
and your dog can accomplish. 

Basic obedience is every dog’s right. 
Competitive obedience is not every dogs’ 
forte.  Expose your dog (and yourself) to 
all the venues that  AKC has to offer.  If 
you and your dog are athletic, consider 
agility. If you have a terrier, consider 
Earth Dog Trials.  If you have a sporting 
dog, consider hunt test and field work.  If 
you are considering bringing another dog 
into your life, go to an AKC breed show 
and talk to the exhibitors. One of my fa-
vorite sites is www.akc.org . It lists events 
and breed information.  Remember it is 
not the end title and ribbons but the road 
we take to get there that enhances our 
relationship with our dogs. 

In closing, my advice would be to be the 
leader  of the pack and to be consistent 
with commands, and to say it like you 
mean it, or the dog will just learn to ignore 
you. Talk to them, increase their vocabu-
lary.  My dogs know potty, stairs, car, hot 
(don’t touch) and move (get out of my 
way). Dogs study you. They know you 
well.  When I put on sneakers, my guys 
wait at the top of the stairs because they 
know they are going with me.  

And finally, love them fiercely  – we only 
have them for a short time.  If I can help 
you any way, just ask. 

of the rigors of obedience.  He has a pass 
on his junior hunt test, and when he com-
pletes 2 more passes he will have earned 
an AKC Versatility title from the Irish Setter 
Club of America.  I encourage you to join 
your national breed club, and your local club 
as well.   I am the current president of the 
Lower Susquehanna Irish Setter Club.   
Jared has taught me persistence and to 
laugh. 

The latest arrival to my pack is Brogan. He 
arrived at age 4 months, and at 4 ½ months 
had a life threatening emergency. He was 
diagnosed with gastric dilatation-volvulus 
(GDV), commonly known as bloat.  It is 
common in  deep-chested breeds , and the 
signs of bloat should be printed and in every 
home of a dog with a deep chest. Early 
recognition of the severity of his condition 
saved his life. He is sweet, but a little ‘slow’,  
and has managed to earn his Rally Novice 
title. Brogan has taught me patience, and 
the need for health insurance for dogs.  (It’s 
okay to chuckle here, but seriously, health 
insurance is available and not a bad idea.  
Ask my friend in Pittsburgh who spent 
$4,000 on her 14 month old Vizsla. ) 

Rounding out our household is a cat name 
Miss Smudge.  Although I am a ‘dog per-
son’, my first cat Oscar taught me to love 
cats… so we can learn from our cats, too.  
Oscar taught me about long term relation-
ships – he lived to be almost 20 years old.  
He was followed by Sebastian, my nurse 
kitty. If I was sick, I could count on Sebas-
tian to stay by my side until I was well.  He 
taught me about compassion.  

If you have any doubt the capacity dogs 
have for learning, I encourage you to go to 
an obedience trial.  From the nervousness 
of the beginner exhibitors, to the breath-
taking confidence of the Utility dogs, you will 
be humbled and amazed.  And hopefully 
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Do you know how you plan on getting the dog 
from the end of one exercise to the beginning 
of the next? Once again, this must be planned 
well before show day. Many people lose their 
dog’s attention, and often his respect, while 
trying to get him to the next exercise. You 
need to teach him in your regular practice 
sessions to move from one place to another 
with focus, attention, and as much enthusiasm 
as possible, whether by saying “Let’s go!” in a 
happy tone, or telling him to heel.  If you lose 
him between exercises, you will lose him dur-
ing. Don’t forget that you can talk to him be-
tween exercises. This is your opportunity to 
praise him, wake him up if he’s getting bored, 
and keep his attitude up.If you’re a normal 
human being, you will be nervous when you 
go in the ring. How do you handle this nerv-

ousness, without letting it affect your dog or 
his performance? First of all, adrenaline 
makes you do things faster. Be aware of it, 
and do things in the ring at the speed at which 
you train. Some judges will try to rush you. 
Don’t let them. Don’t hold up the judging, but 
you are allowed to praise and pet your dog 
between exercises, or give him cues in be-
tween to let him know what exercise is coming 
next. Remember, the exercise will start when 
you tell the judge you’re ready. 

For the sake of the dog who is depending on 
you, force yourself to smile and act happy and 
relaxed He can’t be happy in the ring if your 
nerves are turning you into a zombie. Release 
him between exercises and pet and praise 
him, and then move on with enthusiasm. 

So what should you be thinking about when 
you’re in the ring? NOT the last mistake he 
made and certainly not a running account of all 
the mistakes he’s made so far. Think forward, 

not backward. What can you do to help your 
dog, whether in the way you move, by keep-
ing your attitude upbeat and encouraging, or 
by helping him get back on track between 
exercises if he’s having issues? Think about 
helping him do the best he can in the present 
moment, and if he fails something, perhaps 
there is a way to help him do better next time.  

We will assume that in your training you have 
taught the dog more than just the required 
exercises, and have proofed his knowledge 
of the exercises under all kinds of distrac-
tions. Examples of some of these distractions 
are people walking around him while he’s 
working, loud noises, doors suddenly open-
ing, unusual items placed all over his work 
area, or other dogs working close to him.  

Proofing also needs to done for anticipation. 
If the dog anticipates a command such as 
“down” on the drop on recall, “get it” on the 
dumbbell or glove exercise, or a signal on the 
signal exercise, he will fail. He must learn to 
wait different lengths of time before being 
given commands. This means you need to 
practice waiting different lengths of time be-
fore giving a command. One of the com-
mands that dogs frequently anticipate in the 
ring is the command to finish. This is not a 
failing offense, but costs a substantial num-
ber of points. An all too popular way to deal 
with this problem is just not to do finishes 
when practicing exercises that usually require 
them in the ring. With this training system the 
dog learns that he won’t do finishes after 
fronts in practice, but will always do finishes 
in the ring. So where will he be when he an-
ticipates? You guessed it - in the ring. Prepa-
ration for the ring involves not only teaching 
the dog to obey the appropriate commands, 
but teaching him not to do something he 
hasn’t been told to do. 

If you have prepared your dog well, and have 
trained and proofed for not just the best cir-
cumstances, but for the weird and unusual 
ones, your dog will usually do well in the ring. 
But sometimes something goes wrong and 
the dog fails. All too often people are taken 
totally by surprise when the dog makes a 
failing mistake. Then they compound the 
mistake by finishing up the exercise like noth-
ing wrong had happened, praising him exu-
berantly for such an excellent failure. If you 
do this, you have just told him that the rules 
in the ring are totally different than in prac-
tice. In the ring he will be praised for the mis-
takes he would be corrected for in practice. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Whatever you do, don’t wear your dog out 
before going into the ring. One of my stu-
dents loves to tell the story of the show 
where, from a distance, I saw her walking 
and walking and walking her dog before 
going in the ring. I sent a friend over to her 
to deliver a message – “Put your dog 
away!” She didn’t know I was watching her, 
and never did figure out where I was, but 
she has always remembered the message 
– and why I sent it. 

OK, now you’re ready to go into the ring. 
Make sure you haven’t let the steward 
“force” you to stand right next to the en-
trance for five minutes while the judge 
writes the previous dog’s scores. Don’t let 
the dog fall asleep now. You’ve let them 
know you’re ready, but have stayed back a 
bit from the entrance, so you can keep 
your dog interested, and can get him up to 
speed as you enter the ring. 

Now that you’re in the ring there are cer-
tain critical factors that come into play, and 
most of them have to do with the training 
you gave the dog, and yourself, to get to 
this point. Here is a brief checklist to en-
sure you are prepared for your time in the 
ring: 

Beyond the exercises themselves, in your 
practice before ring day, have you prac-
ticed going through a ring pattern 
smoothly?  

Do you have a consistent speed and stride 
length that you always use when heeling 
with this dog?  

Have you practiced your footwork for your 
turns, so that they are consistent, and are 
so totally planned and practiced that you 
don’t have to consciously think about 
where you’re putting your feet while in the 
ring?   

These things need to be so well planned 
that the way you move looks totally un-
planned and natural. Also, the commands 
you give in the ring should be consistent 
with the way you practice, both in tone, 
volume and intonation. Your signals and 
the way you move your body during any 
exercise should also be exactly the same 
in practice and in the ring. Because you’ll 
be nervous in the ring, you should be able 
to do these things because you always do 
them the same way. Now is not the time to 
have to think about how they are done. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Obviously you can’t correct the dog in the 
ring, but sometimes, with a little quick think-
ing, you can subtly let the dog know that 
you know what he did. And often this is 
enough to keep the current mistake from 
becoming one that he makes at the next ten 
shows. Let me give you an example. At one 
of Pete’s early Utility shows he had glove 
number three, and when he did the send 
out, he went to the corner of the ring where 
that glove had been. When I gave him a 
signal to take the jump to my left, he instead 
jumped the jump to my right, which was 
right in front of him. As he came in to front, I 
said to him casually, but in a tone of sur-
prised disappointment, “If you’d gone out 
straight you wouldn’t have had that prob-
lem.” He immediately knew that he’d made 
a mistake, and the people around the ring 
(including the judge), laughed.  

Pete and I had a tremendous rapport devel-
oped over the years of training, working, 
traveling and playing together. When I made 
the above comment during the directed 
jumping exercise, he had no idea what I 
was saying. What he did know was that he’d 
made a mistake, by my tone of voice, and 
because I had interrupted the normal flow of 
the exercise in which he would normally 
come in and sit in front of me. All I did was 
give him information. Often this is all you 
need to do, to keep a problem from escalat-
ing.  

In another example, let’s say your dog has 
already failed the signal exercise, and when 
you send him out to the article pile, he stops 
working, and stands in the pile staring at 
you. If you hadn’t already failed you could 
wait a bit and see if he starts working again. 
But in this case, call him back, or give a 
second command. Don’t let him think that in 
the ring he can get away with standing in 
the pile doing nothing.  

A client called the other day and told me 
about her Open dog’s latest show. He ran 
out for the dumbbell, and came in and sat 
too far away from her. She thought she 
could reach the dumbbell without moving, in 
which case she could pass the exercise. As 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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In Hungary, there is a saying that, roughly 
translated, goes something like this… “if you 
own a Vizsla, you own a dog that lives on 
your head”.   The breed standard calls for 
them to be ‘demonstrably affectionate’…. 
and they are! 

Vizsla owners describe their dogs as ‘wiggle 
butts’ since they wag their tails constantly, 
and enthusiastically.  They are also referred 
to as Velcro dogs, since they are happiest 
when touching their people.  If you want to 
share your life with a Vizsla, please forget 
about ever having personal space.  These 
loveable dogs will find a way to invade it, 
and make you glad they did! 

People who expect dogs to raise them-
selves, by themselves, will not like this 
breed. 

The Vizsla oozes beauty and intelligence, 
so it is easy to see why people are attracted 
to them.  Vizslas are lively and energetic.  
They are bred to work out in the field and 
not to tire easily. Vizslas are intelligent, ca-
pable of learning quickly.  This has both 
good and bad points.  It makes them easy 
to train for obedience, but it also makes 
them capable of understanding who they 
can get away with what, manipulating 
household members and training them to 
fulfill the Vizsla`s demands! 

If you decide to bring a Vizsla into your life, 
go to the Vizsla Club of America to find a 
breeder.  Expect the breeder to engage in 
activities with their Vizslas, such as work/
show/agility/obedience.  Someone who 
keeps their dog purely for breeding should 
be avoided, as money is likely to be the 
primary concern.  If you end up bringing 
home a healthy, well bred puppy, good luck, 
and keep your sense of humor handy. 
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throwing of a dumbbell is not an area that is 
normally scored, but where the dumbbell 
lands can affect the dog's performance. 
Learning to "plant" the dumbbell in a desired 
area is a skill and requires practice. A poor 
toss of the dumbbell can lead to a poor re-
trieve. The dog is then scored for a poor re-
trieve -- but the problem started with the han-
dler. A few tips on dumbbells and throwing: 
a. Use a dumbbell that is comfortable to the 
dog's mouth and fits well in the teeth and 
gums. Use a size that is proportionate to the 
size of the dog. This can also apply to scent 
articles. 
b. Choose a dumbbell that does not bounce 
and slide around when tossed. Throwing skills 
can also avoid bouncing and sliding as the 
dumbbell lands. Practice on different sur-
faces. 
c. Avoid throwing the dumbbell too close to 
the ring barriers. Many times this constricts 
from a "clean" pick-up. Poor pick-ups are 
scored. 
d. Observe how your dog picks up the dumb-
bell. Does he pick it up on an outward direc-
tion or does he turn and then pick it up? What 
way does he circle to pick up the dumbbell or 
turn with the dumbbell in his mouth? These 
are things the handler should know and keep 
in mind when throwing the dumbbell. It is up 
to the handler to toss the dumbbell so the dog 
has the opportunity to go directly out, have a 
clean pick-up and be able to directly return. 
Here again, it takes teamwork to save points. 
e. If a handler is physically challenged in a 
way that restricts throwing, mention this to the 
Judge when going into the ring. This area is 
covered in CHAPTER 2, SECTION 14. 
6. TURNING WHILE THE DOG IS IN MIDAIR 
- There are a couple of Sections in the Regu-
lations that deal with the handler turning while 
the dog is midair over a jump. The key word 
is "midair". Examples are: 
a. Broad Jump -- CHAPTER 4, SECTION 13 -
- "The handler shall change his position by 
executing a right -angle turn while the dog is 
in midair, but shall remain in the same spot." 
Turning before or after the dog is in midair is a 
fault and is scored. While on the subject of the 
Broad Jump, another area to avoid a possible 
handler error is standing too close or too far 
from the jump. The Regulations require about 
two feet away from the jump. 
b. Directed Jumping -- CHAPTER 5, SEC-
TION 14 -- "...while the dog is in midair, the 
handler may turn so as to be facing the dog 
as it returns." If the handler chooses to turn -- 
doing it while the dog is midair over the jump 
will avoid deductions in the score. 
7. TURNING IN PLACE - In the Utility class, 
the handler turning in place is mentioned in 
the Scent Discrimination and the Directed 

Retrieve exercises. How the handler turns to 
face the scent articles or glove is a motion 
that is scored. Turning in place is defined in 
the Glossary of Terms: "Turning in the area 
that is occupied by the handler before the 
turn had started." An easy way to envision 
this is if one were to draw an imaginary circle 
on the floor around the handler's feet. The 
handler is to turn within this space. Any step-
ping out of the circle, like forward or back a 
step or two, would be subject to a penalty. 
The Obedience Regulations state the follow-
ing: 
a. Scent Discrimination -- CHAPTER 5, 
SECTION 9 -- "...Substantial deductions 
shall be made for...,and the handler not turn-
ing in place." Also, minor or substantial de-
ductions are made for any excessive mo-
tions by the handler in turning to face the 
articles. 
b. Directed Retrieve -- CHAPTER 5, SEC-
TION 11 -- "Depending on the extent, a sub-
stantial deduction even to the point of non-
qualifying shall be made for not turning in 
place or not turning to face the designated 
glove. Depending on the extent, a minor to 
substantial deduction shall be made for a 
handler who touches the dog or uses exces-
sive motions while turning to face the glove." 
8. SCENT DISCRIMINATION - The judging 
of this exercise starts with the taking of the 
article from the handler and scoring of the 
exercise will begin at that time . The han-
dler must adhere to the following to avoid 
penalties: 
a. Remain facing away from the articles until 
the Judge has taken the handler's scented 
article and given the order, "Send your dog." 
If the handler turns to watch before the 
Judge's order -- this is a fault. Remain facing 
away like the Regulations require and save 
points. 
b. From the time the Judge takes the article 
until the time the Judge gives the order to 
"Send your dog," the handler's arms and 
hands are to be in the natural position. Any 
giving of scent, talking or petting the dog 
before the Judge's order is subject to a pen-
alty. The taking of the article by the Judge 
started the exercise; as the Judge is plac-
ing the scented article the dog and han-
dler are NOT between an exercise. 
c. The scent is to be imparted to the article 
with just the hands. The article must be held 
continuously in the handler's hands and re-
main in plain sight. 
d. If the scent is given to the dog, it is with an 
open hand and while the dog and handler 
have their backs to the articles. The arm and 
hand must return to a natural position before 
handler and dog turn to face the articles. The 

(Continued on page 11) 

it comes to saving points, don't overlook 
the handling of the dog. To be smooth and 
natural while heeling in the ring is difficult -
- practice will help save some of those 40 
points. If the dog is going to error there is 
little one can do with the exception of an 
extra command or signal. If the dog is 
losing points -- so be it. When a handler 
tries to adapt to the dog's faults then they 
too lose points. Don't forget, the dog and 
handler are a team and both are being 
scored. Handling during Heeling is cov-
ered in CHAPTER 2, SECTIONS 19, 20, 
21, and CHAPTER 3, SECTIONS 5 and 6. 
4. NOVICE STAND FOR EXAMINATION 
- When points are lost during the Stand 
For Examination, in many cases it is the 
handler busting the perfect score. The 
handler is doing most of the work in this 
exercise while the dog is standing and 
staying in position. The Regulations re-
quire the following from the handler after 
posing the dog: "When he is ready, the 
handler will stand with the dog in the Heel 
position and give his command and/or 
signal to the dog to Stay, walk forward 
about six feet in front of the dog, turn 
around and stand facing the dog." "...'Back 
to your dog,' whereupon the handler shall 
walk around behind his dog and return to 
the heel position," if the handler makes 
errors during this exercise they are usually 
found in the following areas: 
a. After the handler poses the dog, it is up 
to the handler to line up with the dog in 
heel position . Not being in heel position 
just before the Stay command and/or sig-
nal is given is a scorable fault. 
b. As the Stay command and/or signal is 
given all hands, etc. are to be off the dog. 
Hands on the dog or dog's collar while 
giving the command and/or signal to stay 
is subject to a penalty. 
c. It is up to the handler to walk forward 
about six feet. If a handler continues be-
yond (or short of) about six feet, it is a 
scorable handler error. 
d. Any backing away from the dog is not 
walking forward like the Regulations re-
quire -- therefore it is scored as a fault. 
e. The handler must return to heel posi-
tion. Heel position is defined in CHAPTER 
2, SECTION 18. If the handler fails to re-
turn to the heel position as defined it be-
comes a handler error. 
The Stand for Examination is just as much 
of a test for the handler as the dog. This is 
one exercise where the handler does must 
of the active work. 
5. THROWING THE DUMBBELL - The 

(Continued from page 4) 
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she reached for it, the dog backed away 
from her so she couldn’t reach it. He did this 
on purpose. I asked her what she did and 
she replied, ”Nothing”. She waited quite a 
while to see what he would do. He had al-
ready failed, and now he got to stand out 
there defiantly, and contemplate how much 
he could get away with in the ring. What 
should she have done?  You can’t correct 
the dog in the ring, and you can’t step to-
wards him. But you can step away from him, 
and tell him calmly to come. This action 
gives the dog the information that he has 
just done something unacceptable, and the 
judge will most likely not be offended by it.  
If the judge considers it training in the ring, 
he or she can always excuse you, and you 
can go home and practice the dumbbell. 
Either way, you haven’t made the situation 
worse. 

Summing up, I want to emphasize that, 
when practicing for the day of the show, you 
want your practice to be as similar to the big 
day as possible. And your handling of the 
dog in the ring should be as close as possi-
ble to your practice. This way you’re not 
teaching the dog that the rules change as 
soon as you get in the ring.  Consistency in 
your training and confidence in your rela-
tionship with your dog will go a long way to 
enhance your enjoyment of show day. Plan 
your day ahead of time, work your plan, and 
don’t forget to have fun with your canine 
training partner. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Now It’s The Day 
Of The Show 
(cont’d)  

handler must avoid any roughness in im-
parting his or her scent to the dog. 
e. The handler must relinquish the article 
immediately when ordered by the Judge. 
Remember, there is no verbal order here. 
The taking of the article (holding out the clip 
board) is the order . 
f. The handler is required to turn in place 
and avoid any excessive motions while 
turning to face the articles. 
g. The handler shall give the Commands or 
Signals as per CHAPTER 2, SECTIONS 20 
& 21. The handler should be aware of all 
the above items. Since there are two scent 
discrimination exercises, avoid making 
errors twice and being penalized twice! 
9. THE DIRECTED RETRIEVE - The Regu-
lations require the following from the han-
dler in CHAPTER 5, SECTION 10: 
a. Handlers shall be facing away from the 
gloves when the exercise starts. Turning 
and looking back at the gloves could be 
scored as a handler error. A judge could 
consider this action as aiding to the dog. 
b. The handler is to turn in place and avoid 
any excessive motions while turning to face 
the gloves. 
c. "The handler shall not touch the dog to 
get it into position nor may he reposition the 
dog." "...a non-qualifying score is required 
for any commands or signals by the han-
dler, after turning to position to face the 
designated glove,..." 
d. "The handler will then give his dog the 
direction to the designated glove with a 
single motion of his left hand and arm along 
with the right side of the dog, and will give a 
verbal command to retrieve either simulta-
neously with or immediately following the 
giving of the direction." NOTE: In giving the 
verbal command (which is required), the 
handler should not give an excessively loud 
command but one that the Judge can hear. 
If the Judge cannot hear the verbal com-
mand then he/she has to make a deci-
sion if one was given.  
e. "The handler may bend their body and 
knees to the extent necessary in giving the 
direction to the dog, after which the handler 
will stand erect in a natural position with his 
arms at his sides." 
f. The handler shall give the Commands or 
Signals as per CHAPTER 2, SECTIONS 20 
& 21. 
10. MOVING STAND AND EXAMINATION 
- This exercise is three exercises in one -- 
Novice Heel Free, Stand for Examination 

(Continued from page 10) and the Novice Recall. All appropriate pen-
alties for the above three exercises shall 
apply. The handler will be judged for the 
following: 
a. All Commands or Signals are to be given 
as per CHAPTER 2, SECTIONS 20 & 21. 
b. Actions of the handler during the Heeling 
portion of this exercise are covered in Item 
3. 
c. Moving Stand and Examination -- CHAP-
TER 5, SECTION 13 -- "Minor or substan-
tial penalties, depending on the extent, 
shall be made for the handler that changes 
the manor of walking or hesitates or pauses 
while giving the command and/or signal to 
stand,..." 
d. After giving the Command and or Signal 
to the dog the handler must continue for-
ward 10-12 feet and turn around and stand 
facing the dog. If the handler stops before 
about 10 feet or beyond about 12 feet, this 
is subject to a penalty. Practice and know 
about how many paces work out to be 10-
12 feet. 
Handling during the Directed Jumping is 
covered in an article on Directed Jumping. 
The article is on this website. 
Remember, the handler is one half of the 
team and is judged along with the dog. The 
final score at the end of the class is the 
score BOTH team members earned for the 
effort. If one is interested in improving the 
final score, don't just practice the dog. The 
handler should also practice and be aware 
of the areas in which THEY can lose points. 
When it comes times to enter the ring, one 
does not always know how well the dog is 
going to perform, but the handler can con-
trol how they will perform. Knowing what is 
required by the Obedience Regulations in 
regards to handling may answer the ques-
tion of who lost the most points in future 
final scores. 
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Please don’t let noisy, costumed kids who may be truly scary to your dog or Halloween 
goodies that can be sickening or toxic “trick” your dog.  Instead, “treat” your dog by 
confining him to a separate room or his crate during trick-or-treat time. 



Volunteers-that’s what a club is all about . My column this time focuses on some 
specific jobs that we need volunteers for. First and foremost, we need a person or 
people to either take the editorship of HEEL or to provide some consistent material. 
We all agree that Chris Allen has done a superlative job with our publication. How-
ever, in her new role as treasurer we cannot expect her to do this as well as be sole 
editor. I am looking for people to start writing a regular column for HEEL, such as 
doing member profiles or doing the snapshot survey, or providing articles of interest 
that they have found elsewhere. Please consider helping with this-associates as 
well as active members. The publication comes out four times a year so it is not a 
big time commitment. Remember that for some people HEEL is the only contact 
they have with the club. Contact either Chris or myself. 

The next major area that we need help with is to assist with the start of each begin-
ner session. We really need someone be our on-site administrator - check people 
in, be sure the paperwork is done and payment has been received. This happens 
once every four weeks on average on a Thursday night. Please consider helping 
with this-at this point we have a person who is trying to assist with class as well as 
do the paperwork and it is too much. 

I am not phoning individuals about these two areas and I know it is easy to ignore 
pleas for help on paper. But our club cannot survive long term if only a few people 
are doing all the work. Please volunteer. 
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Board of Directors  

President: Brenda Perkins 

Vice-President: Priscilla Stevens-Iacocca 

Secretary: Kim Roberts 

Treasurer: Chris Allen 

Directors: Virginia Barishek 
  Kim Fetrow 
  Bonnie James 
  Helen O’Mara 
  Abbey Porter 
  Janice Williams 

Delegates  

American Kennel Club Larry Wilson 

PA Federation of Dog Clubs Holly Sensenig 

Club Phone  

610.853.9601 

Training Director  

Barbara Doering 215.328.9311 

Registrar  

Diane Koch 610.623.6729 
dkoch46601@comcast.net 

HEEL Editor  

Chris Allen 
209 N Deerwood Dr, 
West Chester, PA 19382 
allen.feild@verizon.net 

 

 

Key Contacts 
Website  

www.philadogtraining.org 
Lisa Wolf 
lhw0425@mac.com 
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by Brenda Perkins 
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much larger.  For example, at our 1995 Trial there were 
35 entries in Novice A and 37 entries in Novice B.  This 
year, we had 2 entries in Novice A and 7 in Novice B – 
fairly typical nowadays. 

Changing the structure of the advanced classes, adding 
new non-regular and optional titling classes (with the 
exception of Beginner Novice), and adding new titles 
like the Obedience Master are geared at maintaining 
and/or increasing the involvement of obedience enthusi-
asts.  These may well be worthy endeavors but they 
don’t address the root issue: increasing the flow of new 
folks into the sport.  Rally hasn’t proven to be the solu-
tion it was originally hoped to be, and it’s too soon to tell 
whether the new Beginner Novice class will help.  In any 
event, there’s no single magic bullet – reversing the 
trend will take a combination of multiple initiatives, both 
global and local. 

Our challenge --- both as a club and as individual mem-
bers of the fancy – is to devise and test innovations that 
will attract newcomers to Obedience competition.  What 
inspired you to get into Obedience?  What could we do 
today to re-create that appeal?  Other canine sports 
seem to offer more “early success” experiences that get 
handlers hooked.  It doesn’t necessarily take a lot: I was 
bitten by the bug the day Juno and I won a keychain for 
high-scoring GSD in Pre-Novice at a match (because 
the actual winner had left early). What can we do to 
generate the sweet sugar rush of success? 

I’ll bet each club member can come up with at least one 
do-able concept.  Please send in your ideas by email, or 
give them to me at class – we’ll compile them for publi-
cation in a future issue of 
HEEL and review by the 
Board.  Thanks in advance 
for your participation! 

(Continued from page 5) 

Obedience Trends: What’s In Our Future? (cont’d)  
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209 N Deerwood Dr, West Chester PA 19382 

A non-profit organization founded in 1938 

Philadelphia Dog Training Club 

A member of the 
American Kennel Club 
and PA Federation of 

Dog Clubs 
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Thursday 

6:30 Beginner/Paulette 
 McBride 

7:30 Puppy/Bonnie James 
 Beginner/Paulette 
McBride 

8:30 Novice/Paulette McBride 

No Class Thursday, October 6 

 

Board Meeting  
Tuesday, September 27 
7:45 

Havertown Day 
Saturday, October 1 

Greater Philadelphia Family Pet Expo  
 January 13-15, 2012 

 

Classes 

St. Aloysius Academy 
401 S Bryn Mawr Ave 
Bryn Mawr PA 

Tuesday 

6:30 Utility/Barb Doering 

7:45/8:00 Open/Barb Doering 

No Class Tuesday, November 8 


